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Transportation Funding
While the voter-approved Prop 1 is a good start, there is
more reform that needs to go into the funding of transportation. Transportation funding has not maintained its historical percentage of the state budget and we have too
many diversions from the State Highway Fund. Counties
maintain nearly half of all Texas roads, but of the $2.2 billion available for roads from the gas tax, only $7.3 million
is divided among the 254 counties of Texas. We should not
put such a high burden of maintaining our existing roads
and bridges on the backs of our residents through property
taxes. Ending diversions from the State Highway Fund
could improve transportation funding by as much as $1.3
billion per biennium.

Parker County government seeks to
serve our residents as efficiently as
possible. It has been said that when
the Texas Legislature is in session,
keep your head on a swivel as changes
to our laws can happen fast. With the start of the 86th Texas Legislature, it is especially important for your elected
officials to keep a close eye on potential legislation which
could have an impact on the residents we serve. Recently
in a strategic planning workshop of the Parker County
Commissioners Court, we discussed some of the legislative
items that we felt were a priority. Here are the issues we
will be watching closely and working with State Repre- Unfunded Mandates
sentative Phil King and State Senator Pat Fallon to create
solutions for everyone’s best interest.
Unfunded or underfunded mandates are programs which
the legislature has told local government to implement,
Property Taxes
but they forgot to send the check along to pay for them.
Some examples include indigent defense and state prisonI want to be clear here. At my core I do not believe proper- ers held in county jails awaiting pickup. Mental Health
ty tax is the best system to fund county services. I would Improvements in mental health services continue to be a
like to see a sales tax funding system. That being said, hav- major priority for counties in Texas and the nation as a
ing one of the lower county property tax rates in the state, whole. Parker County supports mental healthcare prowe want to continue to be able to fund the services we pro- grams which enhance crisis response and diversion opvide and find ways to reduce our property tax rate even tions, funding for crisis centers, jail diversion programs
more. The Governor has declared this as an emergency and expansion of mental health programs in schools.
item for the legislative session; however, solutions like revenue caps that state lawmakers are considering could neg- Want to Help?
atively impact cities, counties, and our school districts. I
believe lowering the revenue cap would negatively affect Talk to your legislators! Let them know you expect the
our ability to provide essential services such as keeping state to be a 50/50 partner with you in public education,
important records, building roads, maintaining the courts respect our representative democracy, and allow local
and jails, and many other services essential to our resi- elected officials to make quality of life decisions, such as
dents. It is my opinion that the legislature should look police, fire, roads, support for our seniors, and support
more to address school funding. The majority of property reforms in mental health, transportation funding, and endtaxes go to our school districts. I agree with Tarrant Coun- ing unfunded mandates. Keep local control of our local
ty Judge Glen Whitley that the state should return to pay- governments! Again, talk to your elected officials. I enjoy
ing their half of the partnership between local property serving as your County Judge and hearing from you. My
taxpayers and the state. As we await the filing of this bill, cell number is 817-881-5790.
everyone should their representatives know they want the
state to be an equal partner in the funding of our public
Pat Deen
education system.
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CERT team training begins April 22

Private water well screening
set for April 8 in Weatherford

Parker County’s Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is an all-hazard training team that is looking for
interested residents to join the program designed to help The Texas Well Owner Network is hosting a water well
protect families, friends and neighbors and our county in screening from 8:30-10 a.m. April 8 in Weatherford to give
area residents the opportunity to have their well water
an emergency situation.
screened. Screenings will be held at the Texas A&M
The following dates have been set for our Spring Basic AgriLife Extension Service office for Parker County, 604 N
CERT class. Please feel free to pass along the information Main St., Suite 200.
to anyone you think might be interested. They can just A meeting explaining screening results will be at 6 p.m.
drop me an email and I will put them on the list.
April 9 at the same location.
The Spring Basic CERT course is a free 21-hour course The screening is presented by AgriLife Extension and Texand you must attend all days to receive a certificate. It will as Water Resources Institute in partnership with the
AgriLife Extension office in Parker County.
span the following dates:
Monday April 22 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

John Smith, AgriLife Extension program specialist, College
Station, said area residents wanting to have their well water screened should pick up a sample bag, bottle and in• Saturday April 27 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
structions from the AgriLife Extension office in Parker
County. Bottles and bags will be available at two weeks be• Monday April 29 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
fore the turn-in date.
“It is very important that only sampling bags and bottles
• Saturday May 4 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
from the AgriLife Extension office be used and all instrucCERT volunteers are trained in basic disaster skills to re- tions for proper sampling are followed to ensure accurate
spond effectively and efficiently without placing them- results,” Smith said.
selves in danger. The level of training equips CERT mem- The samples must be turned in by 10 a.m. on the day of the
bers to function as a first responder during a disaster until screening. The cost for each sample is $10.
professional fire, police and EMS arrive on scene which
Smith said private water wells should be tested annually.
could be a couple of minutes or hours.
Samples will be screened for common contaminants, inThe class will be held at our Emergency Management facil- cluding total coliform bacteria, E. coli, nitrate-nitrogen and
ity at 215 Trinity Street, Weatherford on the north side of salinity.
the Weatherford farmer’s market.
Research shows the presence of E. coli bacteria in water
•

The topics are as follows:
Unit 1….Emergency Preparedness
Unit 2….Fire Safety
Unit 3…Medical ops 1
Unit 4…Medical ops 2
Unit 5… Light Search and Rescue
Unit 6… CERT organization
Unit 7…Disaster Psychology
Unit 8…CERT and Terrorism
Unit 9….wrap up, test, and exercise

indicates that waste from humans or warm-blooded animals may have contaminated the water. Water contaminated with E. coli is more likely to also have pathogens present
that can cause diarrhea, cramps, nausea or other symptoms, Smith said.
“Water with nitrate-nitrogen at levels of 10 parts per million is considered unsafe for human consumption,” Smith
said. “These nitrate levels above 10 parts per million can
disrupt the ability of blood to carry oxygen throughout the
body, resulting in a condition called methemoglobinemia.
Infants less than 6 months of age and young livestock are
most susceptible.”

We will have you complete paperwork on the first day.
Bring pen and paper; we will provide the book and other Salinity as measured by total dissolved solids will also be
determined for each sample, he said. Water with high levtraining supplies.
els may leave deposits and have a salty taste, and using
water
with high levels for irrigation may damage soil or
If interested in attending training please RSVP to
plants.
KIT MARSHALL at 817-598-0969 or
kit.marshall@parkercountytx.com.
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Smith said it is extremely important for those submitting
samples to be at the April 9 meeting to receive results,
learn corrective measures for identified problems and improve their understanding of private well management.
Doug Shaw, Upper Trinity Groundwater Conservation District general manager, will discuss the district and its purpose.
For more information, please contact the AgriLife Extension office in Parker County at 817-598-6168.
To learn more about the network’s programs, publications
and resources, please visit http://twon.tamu.edu.
Funding for the Texas Well Owner Network is through a
state nonpoint source grant provided by the Texas State
Soil and Water Conservation Board. The project is managed by the Texas Water Resources Institute, part of Texas A&M AgriLife Research, the AgriLife Extension and the
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at Texas A&M
University.

Parker County Judge
takes economic development
Down Under

Toowoomba is Weatherford’s Sister City
and we have already seen results from the
investment of our time in making the trip to
Australia. Toowoomba and Parker County

My recent trip with area business and government leaders to Australia was an incredible opportunity to identify new economic
development potential through the sharing
of technologies and learning from each oth-

have a commonality of culture and we both
share the same vision
for

maintaining

the

rural nature of our
growing communities.

er on how we deal with growth and future
planning.

Since the visit, 5 companies from Australia

My meeting with Toowoomba, Australia’s
Mayor Paul Antonio and Legislative Assembly Member Trevor Watts was extremely
productive. We focused on efficiencies of
government and working together with our
other local government leaders. I would like
to add this trip did not cost the taxpayers
one red cent. All those who went, paid their
own way with absolutely no public funding.
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have

visited

Parker

County with two more
expected to visit this
month. I want to thank
Mayor Antonio for the
hospitality

and

the

prospect of a bright
future.
Mayor Paul Antonio and
County Judge Pat Deen
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Representatives from Parker County and Weatherford at their recent trip to Weatherford’s Sister
City, Toowoomba, Australia.

A Strategic Planning Workshop was held at
Parker County Commissioners Court February 28.

PARKER COUNTY CONTACTS
County ....................................................................... 817-598-6591
County Clerk.............................................................817-594-7461
Civil/Criminal 1 ...................................................... 817-598-6138
Civil/Criminal 2 ...................................................... 817-594-1632
County Probate Auditor…......................................817-598-6151
County Attorney .....................................................817-594-8409
County Court at Law 1 ........................................... 817-598-6179
County Court at Law 2 .......................................... 817-598-6195
County Treasurer ................................................... 817-598-6150
District Clerk
Civil ..........................................................................817-598-6114
Felony ..................................................................... 817-598-6194
Elections Administrator ...................................... 817-598-6185
Fire Marshal ............................................................817-598-0969
Tax Assessor-Collector (Auto Tag Renewal) .. 817-598-6139
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension .......................... 817-598-6168
Veteran’s Services ................................................. 817-598-6153

Sheriff’s Office .............................................. 817-594-8845
District Courts
43rd District……………………………………………………...817-594-7343
415th District ............................................................. 817-598-6162
Justice of the Peace Precinct 1 ........................... 817-220-5857
Justice of the Peace Precinct 2 ........................... 817-598-0496
Justice of the Peace Precinct 3 ........................... 817-598-6192
Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 ...........................682-229-2227
Commissioners Court meets the second and fourth Monday of the month at 9 am in the Parker County Courthouse
County Judge, Pat Deen ............................................. 817-598-6148
Commissioner George Conley, Precinct 1 .................. 817-220-7218
Commissioner Craig Peacock, Precinct 2 .................. 817-594-4022
Commissioner Larry Walden, Precinct 3....................817-594-0371
Commissioner Steve Dugan, Precinct 4.................... 817-596-0004

For additional information, visit: www.parkercountytx.com

Parker County Legislative Delegation
United States House
District 12 Representative Kay Granger, R-Fort Worth………………………………………..

202-225-5071

Texas House
District 61 Representative Phil King, R-Weatherford……………………………………………

512-463-0738

Texas Senate
District 30 Senator Pat Fallon, R-Denton…………………………………………….
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469-362-0500

